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A  SERMON  FOR  YOUTH. 

BY  RUSSELL  STREETER. 

“  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youtk*^ 
Ecct.  xi.  9. 

It  must  be  evident  to  every  candid 
mind,  that  the  season  of  youth  is  a  very 
ntercsting  period  of  eur  existence  on 
earth,  and  cannot  be  watched  with  too 
much  vigilance.  The  young  should  be 
guided,  in  their  moral  course,  with  the 
utmost  care  and  attention.  In  this  light 
was  the  subject  viewed  by  the  inspired 
writers,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  solicitude 
which  they  manifest,  when  giving  in¬ 
structions  for  the  rising  generations. — 
They  regarded  the  early  cultivation  of 
our  moral  powers,  as  a  matter  of  the  first 
importance.  Solomon  was  so  sanguine 
on  this  subject,  that  he  said,  without  qual¬ 
ification, — '^Bring  up  a  child  in  the  way 
he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it.^*  This,  however,  is  to  be 
regarded  as  a  general  rule }  and  general 
rules  have  their  exceptions.  But  it  is 
perfectly  safe  to  conclude,  that,  much  de¬ 
pends  on  the  moral  impressions  made  on 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  young.  The 
opinions  and  habits  which  are  formeil  in 
infancy  and  youth,  are  generally  ma¬ 
tured  by  ripening  years,  become  estab¬ 
lished  in  manhood,  and  are  unyielding 
and  crusty  in  old  age.  It  is  next  to  im¬ 
possible,  humanly  speaking,  to  break  up 
the  inveterate  habits  of  many  years 
growth.  A  habitual  indulgence  in  error 
or  sin,  renders  one  so  unsusceptible  of 
good  impressions,  that  arguments  and 
persuasions  produce  but  little  effect. — 
Hence  the  necessity  of  taking  the  earli¬ 
est  opporUinity  of  informing  the  minds, 
and  fashioning  the  habits  of  the  youth. 

Ministers  and  people  seem  to  be  appri¬ 
sed  of  the  importance  of  this  subject,  to 
a  considerable  extent ;  and  those  of  va¬ 
rious  denominations  are  engaged  in  es¬ 
tablishing  schools,  publishing  catechisms, 
tracts,  papers,  and  a  sort  of  religious 
Novels,  to  give  a  certain  bias  and  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  minds  of  children  &  young  peo¬ 
ple.  Now,  although  we  may  see  occa¬ 
sion  to  deplore  the  improper  means  and 
management  which  are  employed  in  this 
concern,  yet,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight 
of  the  fact,  that  youth  is  the  proper  sea¬ 
son  for  moral  instruction; — to  learn  peo¬ 
ple  to  love  God  and  each  the  other. 


The  inspired  writings  abound  with  pre¬ 
cepts  of  morality,  exhortations,  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  moral  characters  by  which  the 
consequences  of  human  actions  are  evin¬ 
ced,  and  other  means  of  moral  instruc¬ 
tion  too  numerous  to  mention.  But  la¬ 
mentable  to  relate,  these  writings  hav6 
been  strangely  interpreted.  The  literal 
and  obvious  meaning  of  many  parts,  has 
been  exchanged  for  something  which  is 
marvellous  and  wonderful!  so  that  in¬ 
stead  of  being  instructed  and  enlightened 
by  a  perusal  of  the  Bible,  the  young  have 
been  made  to  stare,  and  start,  at  the  sa¬ 
cred  testimony,  lest  they  should  not  be 
able  to  conjure  out  its  hidden  and  terri¬ 
ble  meaning!  Our  text,  among  a  thou¬ 
sand  others,  has  been  so  tortured  by  cler¬ 
ical  ingenuity,  as  to  afford  astonishment, 
rather  than  instruction,  to  those  for  whose 
improvement  it  was  intended.  It  has 
been  construed  into  a  sort  of  serious  irony 
or  holy  sarcasm,  by  which  the  fears  of 
young  people  are  to  be  roused  into  ac¬ 
tion,  by  the  apprehension  of  an  awful 
judgment  in  a  (future  state  of  existence. 
Many  suppose  that  Solomon  was  aware  of 
the  total  depravity  of  the  human  heart, 
and  of  the  impracticability  of  moving  it 
to  virtue,  by  a  direct  method  of  argument, 
persuasion  and  exhortation;  that  he  there¬ 
fore  adopted  the  language  of  the  text.~ 
As  though  he  had  said; — ‘Well  young 
man,  if  you  are  resolutely  bent  on  evil, 
and  will  not  reform  &  fear  God,  from  the 
invitations  of  his  mercy  and  forbearance, 
then,  go  on  in  your  wick6d  course — riot 
in  criminal  indulgence — and  gratify  to 
the  full  extent  the  propensities  of  your 
depraved  nature  But,  remember  that 
God  will  call  you  into  judgment,  in  the 
future  state,  for  the  crimes  you  commit 
here;  and  will  make  you  infinitely  more 
miserable  to  all  eternity,  than  you  have 
made  yourself  happy,  for  a  short  life,  by 
your  rebellion  against  his  holy  law  and 
government.* 

But  we  cannot  admit  this  application 
(or  rather  perversion)  of  the  language,  for 
the  following  reasons,  among  many  oth¬ 
ers. 

First ;  If  the  heart  be  totally  depraved, 
and  morally  incapable  of  a  good  exertion, 
till  supernaturally  changed,  it  would  be 
as  impervious  to  fear,  as  to  persuasion. — 
No  essential  benefit  could  result  from  a- 
dopting  an  indirect  method  of  instruction. 
As  well  might  we  persuade,  as  threaten. 
Such  hearts  would  be  as  inaccessible,  as 


the  mummies  of  the  Egyptian  catacombs 
nr  the  skeletons  amid  the  ruins  of  Her¬ 
culaneum.  Why  then  deal  in  sacred  sar 
casm  to  excite  their  fears  ?  Are  the  dead 
affected  by  shafts  of  irony  ?  Neither  ar«‘ 
the  totally  depraved. 

But,  secondly;  Solomon  did  not  treat 
the  subject  in  this  manner,  nor  cnnsidei 
young  people  as  incorrigibly  obstinate. 
He  looked  upon  them  as  capacitated  fci 
moral  or  religious  instruction.  He  con 
tinued  to  address  them  in  the  style  of  ar¬ 
dent  and  rational  persuasion.  With  the 
tenderness  and  zeal  of  a  kind  father, 
he  expostulates  with  them,  and  exhorts 
them,  to  a  course  of  virtue  and  piety  : — 
Thus,  “Bcmember  now  thy  Creator, ”- 
&c.  &c.  Chap.  xii.  v.  1. 

Can  it  be  believed,  for  amo^nent,  that 
the  wisest  of  men  would  employ  such  lan¬ 
guage,  where  there  was  no  prospect  cl 
success  ?  Would  he  waste  his  exhorta¬ 
tions  on  ears  that  were  deaf,  and  on  hearts 
as  unsusceptible  as  pieces  of  flint  ?  Im¬ 
possible.  Solomon  did  not  intimate  that, 
it  w’as  necessary  for  the  youth  to  delay 
the  work  of  piety,  till  supernaturally 
changed.  He  says,  “Remember  nouj  thy 
Creator.”  Every  soul  is  capable  of  ado¬ 
ring  and  serving  God.  'Fliere  is  no  oc 
casion  for  delay.  Hence,  we  reject  the 
supposition,  that  “the  Preacher”  meant 
to  tantalize  those  whom  he  addressed, 
by  the  insulting  manner  of  instruction, 
which  has  been  attributed  to  him.  Wc 
understand  his  exhortation  and  admoni 
tion  according  to  the  common  accepta¬ 
tion  of  words  and  sentences.  And  it 
the  ardent  desire  of  our  hearts  that  thi- 
young  men  of  this  day  would  so  uuder- 
stand  him,  and  be  benefitted  by  his  sage 
instructions.  By  a  careful  examinatioo 
of  the  Scriptures,  it  will  be  evident  they 
uniformly  speak  the  same  sentiment,  and 
may  be  as  well  understood  on  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  morality,  as  the  writings  of  any 
modern  author. 

The  arguments  growing  out  of  the  texi 
are  as  follows  : — 

I.  Young  people  are  endoived  witli 
those  capacities,  which,  by  diligent  cul¬ 
tivation  will  contribute  essentially  to  their 
usefulness  and  felicity.  They  have  abun 
dant  reasons  of  encouragement,  in  the 
improvement  of  their  time  and  talents. — 
The  science  of  sanctity  is  as  easily  learn 
as  that  of  mathematics.  It  can  be  redu¬ 
ced  to  practice  without  the  interposition 
of  any  supernatural  agency.  God  has 
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wisely  endowed  us  with  the  powers  requi¬ 
site  to  the  discharge  of  every  moral  duty. 
Hence,  as  the  leading  object  of  all  hu¬ 
man  pursuit  is  happiness,  it  is  all-impor¬ 
tant  that  we  should  know  the  object  is 
attainable.  Let  all  the  youth  who  read 
these  remarks,  be  persuaded  that  the  pro¬ 
per  discipline  of  their  appetites,  passions 
and  capacities,  will  best  secure  the  de¬ 
sired  object  of  their  exertions.  It  will 
make  them  happy  in  themselves,  because 
most  useful  in  the  scale  of  existence,— 
the  field  of  social  operation.  Nothing 
contributes  more  directly  to  individual 
bliss,  than  a  joyful  participation  in  the 
well  being  of  others.  A  narrow  selfish¬ 
ness  is  at  once  the  source  of  crime  and 
misery.  And  men  are  naturally,  just  as 
capable  of  great  attainments  in  virtue,  as 
they  are  of  enlarged  and  benevolent  views 
and  of  high  degrees  of  enjoyment. 

2.  The  religion  of  the  Bible  is  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  constitution,  condition,  capaci¬ 
ties  and  wants  of  mankind.  A  religion 
without  this  adaptation,  would  be  as  use¬ 
less  to  man,  as  to  any  grade  of  animals 
below  him.  There  is  no  propriety  in  the 
common  saying,  that,  although  our  na¬ 
ture  is  averse  to  all  good,  yet,  we  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  understanding  the  meaning  and 
force  of  the  divine  commands;  and  there¬ 
fore,  ought  be  called  upon  to  obey,  and 
are  guilty  if  we  do  not.  Every  thing  in 
creation  opposes  this  absurd  evasion.  It 
is  natural,  for  instance,  fora  bird  to  wing 
the  air,  and  a  Jish  to  swim  the  waters ; 
for  a  serpent  to  crawl,  and  a  quadruped  to 
walk.  Suppose,  then,  that  one  or  each 
of  these  orders  of  being,  should  be  en¬ 
dowed  with  mental  power,  equal  to  a 
Franklin  or  a  Newton.  They  would  then 
be  capable  of  understanding  every  com¬ 
mand;  but  would  it,  therefore,  be  proper 
to  command  them  to  perform  impossibili¬ 
ties?  If  some  of  our  learned  Doctors 
should  command  the  bird  to  live  in  water, 
and  the  fish  to  mount  the  skies,  under 
the  penaly  of  eternal  damnation,  would 
they  be  under  any  obligation  to  obey,  till 
their  Creator  had  endowed  them  with 
new  natures,  adapted  to  those  elements  f 
Most  certainly  not.  And  we  suspect j 
that  all  intelligent  youths,  whether 
“young  men  or  maidens,”  will  at  once 
discover  that  the  supposed  animals,wheth- 
er  fish,  fowl,  serpent  or  lion,  would  forfeit 
their  claims  to  extraordinary  wisdom,  if 
they  did  not  detect  the  imposition  of  such 
religious  instruction,  and  expose  the  du 
pUcity  of  their  teachers!  But,  my  young 
friends,  the  deception  is  no  less  glowing, 
when  you  are  required  to  act  contrary  to, 
OP  above  the  powers  of  yonr  nature. — 
llierefore — 

S.  “Rejoice  O  young  man  in  thy  youth, 
and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth.”  There  is  no  harm  in  be¬ 


ing  cheerful,  whether  young  or  old.  It 
is  beautiful  to  see  people  act  according 
to  their  age  and  condition  in  life.  St. 
Paul,  when  growing  grey  with  age,  diu 
not  forget  his  childhood  and  youth,  nor 
represent  these  pastimes  and  gayities  as 
being  criminal.  He  says,  “When  1  was 
a  child,  1  spake  as  a  child,  and  under¬ 
stood  as  a  child,  and  thought  as  a  child  : 
but  when  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away 
childish  things.”  What  could  be  more 
natural  and  pleasing  ?  Young  people  are 
required,  by  the  constitution  of  being,  to 
display  the  loveliness  of  their  powers,  in 
the  variety  of  their  employments  and  en¬ 
joyments.  To  requite  them  to  continue 
in  one  frame  of  mind,  whether  joyful  or 
grave,  would  be  as  arbitrary,  as  it  would 
be  unreasonable.  We  might  as  well  re¬ 
quire  them  to  move  always  in  one  gait, 
— stand  in  one  posture, — look  in  one  di¬ 
rection— or  pursue  one  kind  of  exercise. 
The  former  would  be  as  impracticable  as 
the  latter.  Solomon  was  riglit  when  he 
said,‘Hn  the  day  of  prosperity  be  joyful; 
but  in  the  day  of  adversity  consider.” — 
*^Every  man  should  eat,  and  drink,  and 
enjoy  the  good  of  his  la^r,  it  is  the  gift 
of  God.”  But  he  must  exercise  prudence 
and  temperance,  or  he  will  not  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  exertions,  whethei  old  or 
young.  There  is  no  danger  in  '^walking 
in  the  ways  of  our  hearts,”  if  we  listen 
to  what  our  hearts  constantly  suggest. — 
God  has  implanted  a  monitor  within,  call¬ 
ed  conscience,  which  warns  against  all 
sinful  indulgence.  Though  he  do  but 
whisper,  his  language  is  clear  and  strong. 
He  makes  the  bosom  flutter  and  beat  high 
with  anxiety,  when  the  mind  is  directed 
to  deeds  of  daring  iniquity.'  When  the 
ear  is  saluted  with  the  syren  song, — 
‘‘Stolen  waters  are  sweet,  and  bread 
eaten  in  secret  is  pleasant,”  the  heart  is 
not  instantly  deluded.  A  controversy 
ensues  ;  for  conscience  opposes  that  doc¬ 
trine,  and  contends,  that,  “  Wisdom^s 
ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  alt  her 
paths  are  peace,**  “But  there  is  no  peace 
to  the  wicked;  and  the  way  of  the  trans¬ 
gressor  is  hard.”  If  the  temptation  pre¬ 
vail,  and  the  unhappy  youth  is  decoyed 
into  iniquity,  it  will  be  in  direct  opposi¬ 
tion  to  what  his  own  heart  suggested,  as 
the  better  way.  But  he  was  blind  to  his 
own  interest.  Therefore,  “tra/it  in  the 
sight  of  thine  eyes.  **  The  eyes  are  our  pi¬ 
lots  and  guides;  and  the  mind  has  eyes 
as  well  as  the  Iwdy.  We  slmuld  never 
run  blindly  into  any  habit  or  course 
of  conduct.  Rather  hesitate,  and  exam¬ 
ine  into  the  nature  and  consequences  of 
the  pursuit.  Every  young  person  can 
see  the  effects  of  human  conduct.  The 
effects  are  naked  to  the  observation  of  the 
organs  of  mental  and  corporeal  vision. 
All  dissipation  and  rioting,  gambtingand 


debauchery,  intemperance  and  criminali* 
ty,  invariably  produce  misery  and  disap¬ 
pointment,  if  not  absolute  ruin. 

It  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind 
that  we  are  accountable  to  God — that  he 
will  reward  us  according  to  our  deeds; 
or,  as  the  text  says,  “lor  all  these  things, 
God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.’ — 
Every  man  on  earth  reaps  of  the  fruits  of 
his  doings.  It  is  an  established  law  of 
moral  nature.  We  appeal  most  affection¬ 
ately  to  all  youthful  readers,  whether 
they  do  not  in  their  hearts,  (corrupt  as 
they  are  said  to  be,  by  our  doctors  of  the 
church  !)  both  see  and  approve  the  equity 
of  such  a  retribution.  We  know  the  an¬ 
swer ;  it  will  be  in  the  afiirmative.  Our 
reply  is,  “walk,  then,  in  the  way  of  your 
hearts,  and  in  the  sight  of  your  eyes,’’ — 
and  you  will  not  sin — for  sin  produces 
misery.  Will  it  not  be  quite  enough  to 
endure  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  when 
the  pleasures  of  youth  cannot  be  enjoyed, 
witivout  superadding  the  pangs  of  a  guil¬ 
ty  conscience? 

“Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days 
come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh  when 
thou  shalt  say  ,I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.” 

Dear  young  people,  we  preach  not  the 
terrors  ofan  eternal  hell;  no,  God  forbid. 
But  we  invite  you  by  all  that  is  lovely  in 
viitue,  and  admonish  by  all  which  is  de¬ 
testable  in  vice,  that  you  devote  your  no¬ 
ble  powers  to  the  service  of  God.  Pon¬ 
der  seriously  on  the  leading  subject  of 
this  discourse.  Though  the  writer  is  a 
stranger  to  most  of  you,  he  is  no  less  your 
ardent  friend.  His  mind  is  most  deeply 
interested  in  the  w  elfare  of  the  youth. — 
Being  considerably  ahead  of  you,  in  the 
journey  of  life,  he  knows  how  to  sympa¬ 
thize  with  you,  in  the  allurements  and 
trials  which  beset  your  path-way.  Be 
persuaded  then,  to  listen  to  these  princi¬ 
ples  of  sound  morality  and  gospel  truth. 
They  will  induce  you  to  imitate  that 
lovely  Redeemer,  who  has  not  only  giv¬ 
en  you  a  worthy  example  in  his  life,  but 
who  will  also  bless  you,  with  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth,  with  an  everlasting  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  mansions  of  glory  above. 
— Amen  and  Amen. 


LETTER  TO  REV.  S.  C.  AIKIN, 

Pastor  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  in  Utica. 

NO.  VII. 

ON  TOTAL,  DEPRAVITY. 

Dear  Sir — In  continuing  the  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  I 
shall  next  call  your  attention  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  total  depravity,  the  counterpart  of 
what  has  already  been  considered.  And 
here  it  may  be  necessary  to  refresh  your 
memory  with  a  few  more  extracts  from 
your  Confession  of  Faith  &c.  in  addition 
to  what  was  quoted  in  my  6th  letter. 
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Bj  the  quotations  there  made  we  have 
seen  that  yuur  creed  asserts  that  **from 
the  original  corrupti&n”  of  mankind  by 
the  sin  of  Adam,  all  his  posterity  '^are  ut¬ 
terly  indisposed,  disabled,  and  made  oppo¬ 
site  to  ALL  GOOD  and  WHOLLY  inclined 
to  ALL  EVIL,  and  that  continually.”  In 
the  9th  Chapter  of  your  Confession  it  is 
declared  that  '‘Man  by  his  fall  into  a 
state  of  sin  hath  wholly  lost  all  ability  of 
will  to  any  spiritual  good  accompanying 
salvation  ;  so  as  a  natural  man  being  al¬ 
together  averse  from  that  which  is  good, 
and  dead  in  sin,  is  not  able,  by  his  own 
strength  to  convert  himself,  or  to  prepare 
himself  thereunto.”  . 

Your  creed  not  only  maintains,  as 
above,  the  total  inability  of  mankind  to 
do  good,  and  their  entire  inclination  to 
all  evil,  in  a  state  of  nature,  or  in  that 
state  in  which  God  creates,  or  brings 
them  into  the  world ;  but  further,  that 
they  are  under  the  absolute  necessity  of 
sinning,  whether  they  will  or  not,  and 
that  both  their  obedience  and  disobedience 
of  the  commands  of  God,  are  sinful.  So 
says  your  Confession,  Chap.  16.  sec.  7. 

“Works  done  by  unregenerate  men, 
altho’  for  the  matter  of  them,  they  may 
be  things  which  God  commands,  and  of 
good  use  both  to  themselves  and  others  ;  yet 
because  they  proceed  nut  from  a  heart 
purified  by  faith;  nor  are  done  in  a  right 
manner,  according  to  the  word  ;  nor  to 
a  right  end,  the  gTory  of  God  ;  they  are 
therefore  sinful,  and  cannot  please  God, 
or  make  :i  man  meet  to  receive  grace  from 
God.  And  yet  the  neglect  of  them  is 
more  sinful  and  displeasing  to  God.” 

How  a  doctrine  with  such  monstrous 
features  as  the  above  presents,  when 
viewed  in  connexion  with  the  decrees  of 
God  by  which  every  thing  was  foreor¬ 
dained,  and  with  other  parts  of  your  sys¬ 
tem, particularly  repiobation  and  endless 
damnation — a  doctrine  which  robs  mao 
of  his  relation  and  obligation  to  his  Crea¬ 
tor,  and  his  Creator  of  every  amiable  at¬ 
tribute  and  every  possible  claim  to  the 
gratitude  and  obedience  of  his  creatures 
— how  a  doctrine,  I  say,  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  ever  obtained  in  the  Christian  church, 

1  am  totally  incapable  of  accounting  or 
conceiving,  excepting  from  the  love  of 
extravagance  to  which  the  clergy  became 
so  generally  addicted  during  the  dark 
ages  of  popery.  Yet  having  once  con¬ 
ceived  the  wild  vagary,  in  connexion  with 
others  of  a  similar  character,  it  became 
necessary  for  them  to  press  into  their  ser¬ 
vice  a  few  isolated  texts  of  Scripture  as 
a  pretended  support  to  it.  And  hence  j 
we  now’  find  that  you  quote  a  number  of 
texts  of  Scripture,  (tho’ dislocated  from 
their  contexts,  and  applied  generally  in¬ 
stead  of  having  the  particular  application 
primarily  designed,)  in  support  of  the 


doctrine  of  total  depravity.  I  think  it 
best,  therefore,  before  1  proceed  to  a  fur¬ 
ther  examination  of  the  doctrine,  to  no¬ 
tice  some  of  the  principal  texts  on  which 
you  rely  for  its  support. 

St.  Paul’s  language,  (Eph.  ii ;  3.) — 
“And  were  by  nature  the  children  of 
wrath  even  as  others,”  is  much  relied  on 
in  proof  of  the  universal  corruption  and 
total  depravity  of  human  nature.  But 
you  must  be  sensible,  sir,  that  the  word 
nature  is  variously  used  and  applied  in 
scripture  ;  and  that  its  true  meaning  can 
be  known  only  by  the  subject  in  ques¬ 
tion,  or  by  the  circumstances  relating  to 
it.  It  sometimes  signifies  the  natural 
course  and  method  of  things,  sometimes 
custom, sometimes  prevailing  disposition, 
sometimes  particular  laws  in  the  physi¬ 
cal,  inMIlectual  or  moral  world,  some¬ 
times  characters  that  distinguish  one 
class  from  another,  or  designate  indivi¬ 
duals  in  the  same  class.  From  the  con¬ 
text  in  which  this  expression  of  Paul  is 
found  it  is  evident  he  used  it  to  describe 
that  condition  in  which  the  Ephesians, 
and  indeed  the  great  mass  of  the  Gentile 
world,  were,  previous  to  their  conversion 
to  Christianity.  And  it  is  well  known 
that  vices  of  almost  every  description, 
and  a  very  general  depravity,  prevailed 
among  the  Gentiles  at  that  time.  It  was, 
therefore,  in  allusion  to  their  practices, 
and  not  their  corrupt  origin,  that  the 
apostle  uses  the  above  language  :  and 
hence  he  says,  “wherein  in  time  past  ye 
walked  according  to  the  course  of  this 
world,”  &c.  But  that  these  were  not 
the  practices  of  all  Gentiles,  and  that  the 
nature  or  customs  of  some  of  them  were 
good  and  commendable,  is  evident  from 
the  same  apostle,  (Romans,  ii ;  14.  &c.) 
‘‘For  when  the  Gentiles,  which  have  not 
the  law,  do  by  nature  the  things  con¬ 
tained  in  the  law,  these  having  not  the 
law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves  ;  which 
shows  the  work  the  law  written  in  their 
hearts,  their  conscience  also  bearing  wit¬ 
ness,”  &c.  The  text  in  Ephesians,  there¬ 
fore,  when  it  says  they  “were  by  nature 
children  of  wrath  even  as  others,”  signi¬ 
fies  no  more  than  the  generally  prevail¬ 
ing  sin  an(J  corruption,  at  that  time,  of 
the  Gentile  world,  and  that,  as  elsewhere 
stated,  “the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed 
from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and 
unrighteousnes  of  men.” 

Another  text,  and  one  which  is  consid¬ 
ered  a  main  pillar  in  support  of  your  the- 1 
ory,  is  in  Psalm,  Ii;  5th.  “Behold  I  was 
shapen  in  Iniquity,  and  in  sin  did  my 
mother  conceive  me.”  That  this  text 
gives  no  support  to  your  doctrine,  I  think  | 
will  appear  obvious,  by  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  time,  manner  and  circum-i 
stances  in  which  it  was  spoken.  It  was 
a  penitential  Ps^'  '  ^  id— It  is  th«* 


I  strong  language  of  contrition— spoken  in 
the  deep  abasement  of  his  soul,  in  view 
I  of  the  great  iniquity  of  which  he  had  been 
guilty— the  double  crimes  of  adultery 
and  murder;  and  was  spoken,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  context,  with  particular  re¬ 
ference  to  these  sinsi  The  meaning  of 
David  evidently  was,  that  even  had  he 
been  bom  in  sin,  and  always  trained  to 
evil  practices,  he  could  not  have  done 
worse.  It  appears  from  scripture,  that 
this  form  of  speech  was  proverbially  useu 
by  the  Jews,  to  express  the  greatest  de¬ 
gree  of  crimiRality,  or  the  greatest  possi¬ 
ble  degradation  of  character.  When  the 
Pharisees  questioned  the  man  who  had 
been  blind,  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  received  his  sight,  the  same 
or  a  similar  expression  occurs.  Upon 
his  saying,  of  Jesus,  “if  this  man  was 
not  of  God  he  could  do  nothing,”  the 
Pharisees  answer,  “Thou  wast  altogether 
born  in  sins,  and  dost  thou  teach  us  — 
Now  had  the  expression  been  used  among 
the  Jews  to  signify  the.corrupt  origin  and 
entire  depravity  of  human  nature,  the 
Pharisees  would  not  have  used  it  as  an 
expression  of  ignominy  and  reproach  a- 
gainst  the  man  that  had  been  blind  ;  for 
in  so  doing  they  would  have  reproached 
themselves  equally  with  him.  But  no, 
they  were  composed  of  better  materials 
than  their  despised  neighbour!  In  the 
pride  and  haughtiness  of  their  souls  they 
apply  the  expression  to  their  neighbor'; 
and  David  in  his  deep  abasement  and 
contrition  nf  soul,  applies  this  proverbial 
lai^uage  to  himself. 

The  following  are  another  set  of  texts 
of  similar  import,  and  by  you  applied  to 
the  same  use.  “And  God  saw  that  the 
wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth, 
&  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts 
of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually. — 
The  imagination  of  man’s  heart  is  evil 
from  his  youth.”  Gen.  vi ;  5. — viii ;  21. 
“As  it  is  written,  there’isnone  righteous 
no  not  one  : — There  is  none  that  under- 
standeth,  there  is  none  that  seeketh  af¬ 
ter  God.  They  are  all  gone  out  of  the 
way,  they  are  together  become  unprofita¬ 
ble,  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  nonot 
one.”  Rom.  iii,  10,  11,  12.  “The 
heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things  and  des¬ 
perately  wicked  :  who  can  know  it  ?”— 
Jer.  xvii ;  9.  “God  hath  made  man  up¬ 
right  ;  but  they  have  sought  out  many  in¬ 
ventions.’’  Eccl.  vii ;  29. 

In  these  texts  1  acknowledge,  sir,  we 
have  a  dreadful  picture  of  man.  And  if 
it  could  be  shown  that  this  were  the  only 
and  invariable  character  of  all  mankind, 
in  all  ages  of  the  world,  the  doctrine  ot 
total  depravity  would  seem  to  derive 
strong  support  and  countenance  from  it : 
tho’  even  then,  it  could  net  prove  that 
oniversal  cor.*:’j''.Ion  was  derived 
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iVom  Adam.  But,  Sir,  your  own  goud 
sense  must  satisfy  you,  if  you  are  not 
blinded  by  your  partiality  to  your  creed, 
when  you  look  into  the  contexts  and  con¬ 
nexions  in  which  these  passages  are 
found,  and  to  the  occasions  and  circum¬ 
stances  that  gave  rise  to  them,  that  they 
all  refer  to  that  accumulated  wickedness, 
that  acquired  corruntion,  that  prevailed 
ill  the  world  just  before  the  flood,  and  at 
the  several  subsequent  periods  named  ; 
that,  altho’  they  describe  in  striking  lan¬ 
guage  the  vicious  propensities  too  fre¬ 
quently  observable  in  large  communities, 
and  in  individuals,  which  are  frequently 
the  result  of  evil  habits,  perverse  educa¬ 
tion,  bad  example,  or  other  causes  which 
actually  exist,  and  which  you  will  not 
deny  exert  a  deletereous  influence  on  the 
murals  and  habits  of  mankind  ;  yet  they 
do  not  conivey  the  idea  that  those  abom¬ 
inations  are  the  spontaneous  fruits  of  that 
nature  with  which  mankind  are  brought 
into  the  world  ;  nor  that  they  are  produ¬ 
ced  in  all  ages  of  the  world;  nor  that  if 
ihey  were,  they  are  the  result  of  the  de¬ 
fection  of  our  flrst  parents.  When  it  is 
said,  *Uhe  imagination  of  man’s  heart  is 
evil  from  his  youthy*  it  is  not  said  to  be 
from  bis  birth,  nor  is  it  said  to  be  the  fact 
in  all  ages.  It  was  so  from  the  youth  of 
that  generation  of  which  God  spake  — 
And  this  circumstance  seems  to  have  ex¬ 
cited  the  commiseration  of  the  Deity. — 
And  when  Solomon  says  of  men, that  they 
have  sought  out  many  inventions,  it  does 
not  follow  that  all  those  invention^  are 
evil,  or  even  useless.  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  as  many,  if  not  more,  of  the 
inventions  that  men  have  sought  out,  arc 
useful,  as  are  pernicious. 

I  will  here  notice  one  or  two  more  texts, 
.ind  then  conclude  this  epistle.  “What 
is  man  that  he  should  be  clean  ?  and  he 
wliich  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  he  should 
be  righteous  ?  How  much  more  abomina¬ 
ble  and  filthy  is  man  which  drinketh  ini¬ 
quity  like  water  ?” — Job  XV ;  14,16.  It 
is  somewhat  singular  that  these  words 
i>hould  ever  have  been  pressed  into  your 
service  as  a  support  to  the  doctrine  of  to-i 
tal  depravity  :  and  I  am  sensible  it  never 
would  have  been  done,  had  not  the  fra¬ 
mers  of  your  creed  found  themselves  in 
a  straight,  for  want  of  better  evidence. 
These  are  the  words,  not  of  a  person  in¬ 
spired,  but  of  Eliplias,  the  wicked  Tema- 
nite,  and  pretended  friend  of  Job,  whose 
cruel  upbraidings  provoked  even  that  pa¬ 
tient  man  to  exclaim,  concerning  him 
and  his  other  two  companions,  “misera¬ 
ble  comforters  are  ye  all.” — “Ye  are  all 
forgers  of  lies  ;  ye  are  all  physicians  of 
no  value.  Oh!  that  ye  would  altogether 
hold  your  peace,  and  it  should  be  your 
wisdom.”  And  God  said  to  Eliphaa  that 
he  had  not  spoken  the  thing  that  was 


right.  I  should  hardly  think  you  would 
be  disposed  to  put  much  confidence  in  the 
words  of  one  who  was  declared  and  known 
to  be  a  lisr,  as  Eliphas,the  author  of  the 
above  words,  was. 

We  have  now  gone  through  with  a  brief 
examination  of  the  principal  texts  com 
monly  adduced  in  support  of  original  tit 
and  total  depravity,  and  have  seen, not  on¬ 
ly  that  they  do  not  necessarily  give  sup¬ 
port  to  such  an  absurd  doctrine,  but  that 
when  fairly  construed,  and  viewed  in 
connexion  with  their  contexts,  and  com¬ 
pared  with  the  general  ten’or  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  the  voice  of  experience  and  rea¬ 
son,  they  cannot  be  made  to  give  coun¬ 
tenance  in  any  way  to  such  a  theory. 

In  my  next  I  shall  endeavor  to  point 
out  some  of  the  , absurdities  of  tfie  doc¬ 
trine,  and  show  that  it  is  utterly^mpos- 
sible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  it  can 
be  true.  Yours  &c.  D.  S. 


ISliausrlical  ^lasaitne. 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  SEPT.  26,  1829. 


UNION  OF  PAPERS— NEW  ARRANGE¬ 
MENT. 

Tbc  Editor  and  Publisher  of  Ibis  paper  has 
recently  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Publisher  of  Ibe  Gospel  Advocate,  Mr.  U.  F. 
Doubleday,  for  uniting  that  paper,  which  is  now 
published  at  Auburn,  under  the  Editorial  care 
of  Br.  O.  A.  Brownsoo,  with  the  Evangelical 
Jdagazine,  and  publishing  both  tog;ether  in  one 
paper,  at  Utica,  from  and  after  the  first  of  Jan¬ 
uary  next.  This  arrangement  has  been  for 
sometime  contemplated,  and  we  trust  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  most  salutary  and  happy  conse¬ 
quences.  The  advantages  attending  it  will  be 
many  and  important.  Tho'eacb  of  these  papers 
is  now  tolerably  well  snstained,  and  afforded  to 
subscribers  at  a  very  moderate  price,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  obvious  to  all,  that,  were  the  patrons  of 
both  united  in  the  support  of  one,  it  would  be 
better  supported,  and  could  be  afforded  to  sub¬ 
scribers  still  cheaper  than  either  can  be  under 
the  present,  or  hitherto  existing  arrangement. 
By  this  arrangement,  effected  with  the  most  ami¬ 
cable  feelings,  no  occasion  will  or  can  exist  for 
any  collision  of  interests,  or  bickerings  of  con¬ 
tention,  between  the  different  publishers  or  edi¬ 
tors.  One  good  paper,  published  in  the  centre 
of  this  large  and  growing  stale,  patronized  by 
the  great  body  of  the  large  and  rapidly  increas 
ing  denomination  of  Universalists,  in  New  York 
I  and  adjacent  States,  will  be  well  sustained.  For 
;it  will  not  only  contain  a  correct  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  various  Associations  and  bo¬ 
dies  of  Universalists  in  this  state,  and  a  faithful 
summary  of  those  of  other  bodies  and  the  state 
of  the  cause  tbrougbont  the  country,  but  will  al¬ 
so  unite  or  concentrate  in  its  colunun  ttie  most 
of  the  Ule4at  and  coatribuUons  of  Unirersalisi 


writers  in  the  State  o(New  Yoik.  It  will  par- 
sue  an  independent  and' straight- forward  course, 
in  the  inculcation  and  defence  of  the  doctrines 
believed  by  Universalists  to  be  plainly  taught 
in  the  Bible,  and  sanctioned  by  reason,  in  the 
defence  of  equal,  civil  and  religious  rights  and 
liberties  to  all,  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
and  the  inculcation  of  those  principles  which 
will  be  salutary  and  profitable  in  society. 

We  are  happy  to  know  that  this  arrangement 
meets  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  friends  of 
our  cause  generally,  so  far  as  their  minds  have 
been  ascertained;  and  that  they  promise  their  in 
fluence  and  suppoit  in  aid  of  the.  undertaking 
We  have  not  yet  fully  derided  on  the  size  and 
form  of  the  future  work,  but  shall  soon  ;  and 

shall  shortly  issue  a  prospectus  fur  the  same. _ 

Our  patrons  may  however  calculate  on  an  en¬ 
largement  from  the  present  size  of  the  Maga¬ 
zine. 

ID*  In  consequence  of  this  arrangement  the 
Evangelical  Jdagazme  will  hereafter  be  publish¬ 
ed  weekly  (that  is,  every  Saturday  instead  of 
every  other  Saturday,  as  beretofoie)  in  order  to 
bring  the  present  volume  to  a  close  by  the  first 
of  January,  at  which  time  the  current  volume 
of  the  Gospel  Advocate  closes.  This  will  bring 
the  current  volumes  of  both  papers  out  together, 
unite  (Lem  in  one,  and  enable  us  to  commence 
de  novo  with  the  year,  which  is  the  proper  time 
for  every  paper  to  commence. 

CAUTION  TO  UNIVERSALISTS. 

We  deem  it  a  duty  (altho'  it  is  a  painful  one) 
to  caution  Univcrsalist  Societies  against  employ¬ 
ing  a  preacher  known  by  the  name  of  Doctor 
James  Priestlev.  Mr.  P.  was  formerly  from 
England,  and  we  believe  has  preached  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
lie  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  talents  as  a 
preacher.  He  professes  to  believe  and  has  for 
some  two  or  three  years  preached  the  doctrine 
of  Universal  Salvation.  lie  is,  however,  a  roan 
totally  unworthy  of  all  confidence  and  trust ;  no¬ 
toriously  addicted  to  excessive  intemperance: 
(excepting  at  orcasional  intervals  of  sobriety ;] 
and  has  in  several  instances  disgraced  and  es¬ 
sentially  injured  the  cause  of  religion  where  he 
has  been  employed.  lie  is  not,  and  never  has 
been,  in  fellowship  with  (he  order  ofUniversal- 
iits.  And  we  would  warn  all  Universalists  a- 
gainst  employing,  or  countenancing,  or  hearing 
the  said  Priestley  preach,  on  any  occasion  what¬ 
ever. 

ID*  Publishers  of  Univcrsalist  papersare  re¬ 
quested  to  give  the  above  notice  an  insertion. 

NEW  MEETING  HOUSE. 

The  frame  of  a  New  Universalis!  Meeting 
House  was  raised  in  Woburn  mass,  on  the  26tli 
ult.  The  House  is  60  feet  by  46  with  a  base¬ 
ment  story  designed  for  an  Academy.  There 
has  recenP-  been,  what  is  falsely  called,  a  refi- 
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v(U  of  religion  am^ag  the  orthodox  in  that  place. 
One  of  the  youthful  subjects,  attempted  to  be 
operated  upon,  who  was  atteoding  the  Academy 
iliere,  under  the  directioD  of  ortltudox  teachers, 
rras  driven  to  despair  and  madness,  in  conse- 
•]ucnce  of  which  be  recently  committed  suicide. 
These  facts  have  aroused  the  attention  of  liberal 
men  in  Woburn,  and  they  have  set  about  erect* 
mg  a  House  where  the  character  of  God  can  be 
exhibited  in  its  purity  and  glory,  and  where  the 
\outb  of  the  rising  generation  can  be  taught  the 
sciences,  without  endangering  their  liberty  and 
ilieir  lives.  • 


situation  and  character  of  these  two  Nations, 
(hat  on  them  is  devolved  the  great  work  of  con¬ 
verting  the  world  ” 

On  reading  the  above  in  the  connexion  in 
which  It  stands,  we  were  struck  at  once  with 
the  peculiarity  of  its  language  and  ideas,  and 
could  not  but  marvel  that  the  Lord  should  have 
had  bis  expectations  raised  so  high  in  regard  to 
these  two  Nations,  and  still  more  at  the  impl.ed 
possibility  that  be  might  be  disappointed  about 
those  “great  things’’  which  be  expected.  Won¬ 
der  if  be  expected  the  Presbyterians  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  would  effect  the  union  of  church  and  state ! 


TFettern  Recorder  and  Anti  Universulist. — 
In  the  Western  Recorder  of  the  8tb  inst.  under 
the  Editorial  head  we  find  one  of  the  most  ten¬ 
der,  sympathetic,  and  affectionate  greetings  of 
brotherly  love  and  cordial  fellowship,  extended 
to-“TIIE  ANTI-UNIVERSALIST,”  one  of 
the  most  filthy,  scandalous  and  dirty  prints  that 
has  ever  disgraced  the  people  of  America,  a  pa¬ 
per  of  which  all  respectable  orthodox  people  are 
really  and  justly  ashamed.  But  neighbor  lias* 
tings,  probably  not  being  able  to  discern  the 
character  or  complexion  of  a  brother  so  far  dis¬ 
tant  as  Boston,  has  greeted  the  appearance  of  a 
new  volume  of  that  work  with  as  much  fond  en¬ 
thusiasm  as  the  Pope  ever  hailed  the  appearance 
of  Peter  the  Hermit,  of  Crusude  memory.  He 
says,— 

“Anli-Universalisl. — A  new  volume  of  this 
useful  paper  has  just  commenced. — The 
matters  set  forth  in  this  paper  are  quite  unan¬ 
swerable;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  the 
real  spirit  of  Universalism  forms  also  the  basis 
of  the  Unitarian  and  Chrisl-ian  denominations, 
no  farther  argument  {1)  is  needed  to  show  that 
the  papei'ought  to  be  liberally  supported.  There 
is  another  reason  why  the  circulation  of  this  pa- 
[icr  should  be  extended.  The  Universalists,  it 
seems,  publish  from  fifteen  to  twenty  little  pa¬ 
lters,  full  of  mischief,  thrown  into  the  ‘streets 
and  lanes,’  and  high-ways  and  hedges  of  our  cit¬ 
ies  and  country  towns,  and  into  all  the  dark  and 
neglectei),  not  to  say  filthy  places  of  the  land ; 
while  to  meet  these,  the  evangelical  deoomina 
tions  furnish  together  but  a  single  antidote  — 
one  paper  only.” 

Well  done  neighbor  Recorder.  This  is  noble 
’ignoble)  daring  in  thee — We’ll  give  thee  the 
meed  of  honor  due,  tho’  thy  courage  be  explain* 
cJ  only  by  the  adage,  •*nihiC  noscens,  nihtl  ti- 
Wiens.”  We’ll  ask  thy  pardon  for  this  notice, 
wash  our  hands,  and  leave  thee. 

In  looking  over  the  columns  of  the  Western 
Intelligencer,  (a  presbyterian  paper,  published 
at  Hudsou,  Ohio,)  we  noticed  a  correspondence 
i;ommenced  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
U.  S.  A.  addressed  “To  the  Ministers  of  the 
t.'ongregational  Board  of  London  and  its  vicini¬ 
ty  in  letter  No.  10,  of  which,  the  Assembly 
say  to  their  transatlantic  brethren,  “  God  ex¬ 
pects  great  things  from  Great  Britain  and  A- 
merica.  Such  beyond  all  coQtrorersey  are  the 


DEDICATIONS. 

The  Universalist  Meeting  House,  lately  erec¬ 
ted  in  Mailboro,  Mass,  was  solemnly  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  God,  on  Wednesday  the  2d 
inst.  Sermon  on  the  occasion  by  Rev.  S.  Street¬ 
er  of  Boston,  from  Psalm  cii ;  16. 

The  Universalist  Meetmg  ^ouse  lately  built 
in  Hingham,  Ma-ss.  was  dedicated  to  the  purpo 
ses  of  public  worship  on  W  ednesday  the  9tb  inst. 
Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  Ballou  of  Boston,  from  John 
IV ;  24. 

The  Rockingham  Association  of  Universalists 
was  bolden  at  Eppiog,  N.  H.  on  the  last  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday  in  August.  A  goodly 
number  of  Ministers  of  the  word  attended  -.  by 
the  minutes,  as  published  in  the  Boston  Trumpet 
and  Magazine,  it  appears  the  cause  is  prosperous 
III  that  region.  Five  Sermons  were  preached 
on  the  occasion,  by  the  following  brethren ;  viz : 
E.  Case,  S.  Streeter,  T.  G.  Farnsworth,  T.  F. 
King,  and  II.  Ballou. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Atkinson,  N.  H.  on  the 
last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  August,  1830. 

Loveland's  Greek  Lexicon.— The  editor  has 
just  received,  and  now  has  on  band  for  sale,  a  ! 
few  copies  of  this  valuable  work ;  a  notice  of 
which  was  inserted  in  the  first  No.  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  volume  of  the  Magazine.  The  price  of  it 
IS  25.  Subscribers  for  the  work  are  re¬ 
quested  to  call  and  take  it :  a  few  others  can  be 
furnished  with  it,  if  they  call  soon. 

Conversion  in  the  Ministry. — The  Rev.  Cba’s 
Lefevre,  an  Episcopal  Clergyman,  and  one  of 
the  brightest  ornaments  of  that  church,  emioent 
for  bis  learning  and  piety,  residing  in  Lower 
Canada,  has  lately  renounced  the  doctrine  of 
endless  misery,  and  embraced  the  faith  of  Uni- 
versal  Salvation.  . 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Loveland,  a  Universalist 
Clergymaa  of  Reading,  Vt.  author  of  a  Greek 
Lexicon,  has  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Alts,  from  MiddlebuVy  College. 

[For  the  £v.  Magazine. 

SHAVING. 

The  word  at  the  head  of  this  article,  has  long 
been  used  to  designate  the  business  of  discount¬ 


ing  notes, — thus :  A.  gives  B.  a  note  on  which 
the  latter  wislies  to  raise  a  certain  amount  of 
money  without  delay— he  therefore  applies  to 
C.  who  cashes  it,  at  a  discount  of  10, 20,  or  30 
per  cent.— and  this  is  called  suxvuic. 

Different  monied  establishments  have  been 
shrewdly  suspected  of  increasing  their  funds ; 
or  rather,  their  dividends  in  this  manner — but 
as  they  were  merely  human  institutions,  and 
managed  by  “meu  of  like  passions”  with  other 
men  ;  the  practice  if  indulged  occasionally,  ex¬ 
cited  no  particular  surprise. 

But  we  are  unable  to  express  our  utter  ar- 
tonishraent  that  the  “Lord’s  Treasury”  should 
need  the  aid  of  such  means,  either  to  sustain  its 
funds,  or  reward  its  servants.  For  we  had  ever 
supposed,  that  “He  who  made  the  world  and 
the  fulness  thereof,”  could  feel  no  want,  and 
therefore  could  not  adopt  the  policy  of  specula¬ 
ting  out  of  the  necessities  of  his  dependent  cbil 
dren.  Nor  can  we  conceive,  that  the  accred¬ 
ited  stewards  of  his  riches,  have  chosen  the  most 
successful  method  of  recommending  bis  right¬ 
eousness,  by  the  adoption  of  that  course. 

It  IS,  however,  a  subject  highly  worthy  of  in¬ 
vestigation,  whether  such  be  the  fact ;  and  in 
order  if  possible,  to  attain  that  object,  we  beg 
permission  to  ask  the  Managers  or  Agents  of 
the  “American  Tract  Societv,”  whether  they 
have  not,  within  a  few  weeks  past  shaved  cer¬ 
tain  notes  in  the  usual  style  ?  Whether  the  prof¬ 
its  are  to  be  appropriated  to  the  service  of  the 
Lord,  or  to  fill  their  own  pockets  ?  W'beth- 
er  they  will  hereafter  fiu&/ic/y  preach  against  a 
custom,  which  they  (it  not  denied)  secrel/y  prac¬ 
tice.^  And  finally,  whether  they  consider  the 
practice  in  all  cases  sinful ;  or  whether,  in  par¬ 
ticular  instances,  the  end  will  justify  the  means 
— and  therefore  community  be  left  to  determine 
for  itself,  the  sanctity  of  the  object 

We  would  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
public  to  this  subject,  as  it  is  one  in  which  the 
American  people  have  a  deep  and  lively  inter¬ 
est  ;  and  we  would  especially  recommend  to 
the  piefessors  of  religion  the  excellent  admooi- 
tion  contained  in  a  single  word,  “  watch  !”  For 
it  remains  yet  to  be  ascertained,  whellier  the 
pompous  title  of  American  gives  real  sanctity 
to  any  society.  S.  K.  S. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Skin.ver — It'  you  should  deem  the 
following  letter  worthy  a  place  in  your 
very  useful  and  interesting  paper,  you 
will  confer  a  favor  on  one  who  feels  an 
ardent  desire  fur  the  triumph  of  (he  doc¬ 
trine  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  over 
superstition  and  fanaticism  : — 

TO.  MR.  LEWIS  G.  HOFFMAN. 
E/ditor  of  the  Albany  Christian  Register. 

Sir — 1  observed  an  article  in  yeur  pa¬ 
per  of  the  ISth  June,  which  appears  to  be 
copied  from  the  ’’Home  Mission.  Maga¬ 
zine,’’  entitled,  “  Will  it  bear  trialT'-— 
Now,  sir,  from  seeing  this  article  in  yonr 
columns  withoutany  comments,!  judge  it 
to  contain  your  sentiments,  and  there¬ 
fore  would  fain  address  you  in  the  spir¬ 
it  of  Christian  meekness,  hoping  that  you 
will  have  the  candor  and  justice  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  you  have  labored  under  an  en¬ 
tirely  erroneous  opinion,  as  respects  one 
point  at  least.  **  Mr.  says  the  arti- 
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clci  **  openly  denounced  the  Bit>\e 
claiming  to  b«  the  inspired  word  of  God > 
and  was  a  boisterous  champion  for  the 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation.’’  1  should 
be  sorry  to  ascertain  that  to  be  a  senti¬ 
ment  of  universalists.  I  have  never 
known  any  of  that  order  to  deny  that 
’’all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of 
Godt  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine.”— 
Is  it  here  meant  to  imply  that  universal* 
ists  do  not  believe  the  Bible,  or  that  this 
was  Mr.  B.’s  wild  declaiming,  and  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  general  sentiment  of  uni¬ 
versalists  ?  I  have  seen  many  fanatics 
who  were  boisterous  advocates  for  the 
several  doctrines  propagated  in  this  land 
of  religious  freeuom,  and  never  once 
thought  that  this  fury  and  declamation 
had  any  eSoct  in  establishing  or  invalid¬ 
ating  the  fundamentals  of  the  sects  to 
which  they  belonged.  I  am  therefore 
willing  to  acknowledge  with  you  that  Mr. 
B.  was  under  a  ’’strong  delusion”  (not 
ill  believing  ”  the  doctrine  of  universal 
salvation,”  but)  in  denying  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  the  scriptures  and  declaring  that 
he  would  ’’spill  his  blood  in  support  of 
his  opinion,”  which  I  do  not  believe  you 
would  do  in  support  of  yours.  It  is  not 
the  most  boisterous  man  that  has  the  most 
courage,  or  that  has  the  strongest  evidence 
in  favor  of  a  doctrine,  although  it  may  be 
true.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  B.  was  t^en 
sick,  and  after  stifling  conviction  for  some 
time,  the  “  awful  delusion  fled.”  This 
delusion  it  seems  was  his  denial  of  the 
truth  of  the  scriptures,  and  his  belief  of 
Universalism.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  how  any  man  can  disbelieve 
the  scriptures  and  believe  in  the  salvation 
of  all  men,  any  more  than  he  can  believe 
what  is  arrogated  orthodoxy  and  disbelieve 
the  doctrines  of  the  trinity  and  an  endless 
hell.  It  is  next  said  that  “  his  former  as¬ 
sociates  gathered  around  him,”  (I  suppose 
that  they  believed  as  he  did,)  “  and  said, 
’  Don’t  be  frightened ;  God  is  merciful 
and  cannot  do  wrong.’”  Now,  Sir,  that 
such  language  can  be  put  into  the  month 
of  persons  denying  the  truth  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  is  a  refinement  upon  absurdity.  Do 
you  not  see,  sir,  the  contemptible  predic¬ 
ament  in  which  the  writer  has  placed  him¬ 
self?  How  can  we  suppose  persons  to 
make  use  of  this  language  who  deny  the 
truth  of  ”  glad  tidings  of  good  things,” 
&  likewise  deny  the  truth  of  that  volume 
which  proclaims  “glad  tidings  of  great 
joy  which  shall  be  unto  all  people 
which  declares  that  the  Saviour  “  shall 
see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satis¬ 
fied;^^  which  declares  that  “  he  gave  him¬ 
self  a  ransom  for  all  to  be  testified  in  due 
time;^^  that  “  all  flesh  shall  see  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  God,”  that  “  the  heavens  must  re¬ 
ceive”  Jesus  “  till  the  times  of  restitution 
of  all  things  which  God  hath  spoken  by 


the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since 
the  world  began ;”  that  ’’  other  foundation 
can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid  which  is 
Christ  Jesus  ?”  I  say,  how  such  men,  as 
deny  these  truths,  can  say,  “  God  is  mer¬ 
ciful,”  is  a  paradox  indeed.  I  do  not 
wonder,  if  his  principles  were  not  estab¬ 
lished  on  the  texts  above  quoted  and  oth¬ 
er  corresponding  ones,  that  “  his  proofs 
were  all  swept  away  for  “  other  foun¬ 
dation  can  no  man  lay,”  and  “  there  is  no 
other  name  given  under  heaven  whereby 
we  must  be  saved.” 

Now,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
writer  of  the  article  has  wickedly  and 
maliciously  introduced  this  case  with  the 
view  of  prejudicing  the  unwary  and  igno¬ 
rant  against  the  doctrine  of  universal  grace. 
But  he  may  have  done  it  ignorantly,  (for 
I  have  found  most  limitarians  ignorant  of 
the  doctrine  of  Universalism,  which  they  at 
the  same  time  revile.)  But  if  not,  if  he 
knows,  (as  I  have  reason  to  believe  he 
does,)  that  we  believe  or  profess  to  believe 
the  scriptures,  though  he  may  differ  with 
us  in  opinion,  how  will  he  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  his  Maker,  with  the  belief  of  an 
endless  hell,  (in  which  all  “  liars  shall 
have  their  part,  and  whosoever  loveth  or 
maketh  a  lie”)  be  able  to  acquit  himself 
of  hypocrisy  and  misrepresentation  ?  The 
writer  moreover  says,  “  some  scattered  re¬ 
collections  of  Christ  remained  among  his 
confused  thoughts — some  lingering  con¬ 
ceptions  of  an  atonement  as  having  formed 
some  part  of  the  religion  he  had  vilified  in 
the  days  of  his  hardness  of  heart.”  Well 
sir,  Christ  and  an  atonement  form  some 
part,  and  the  greatest  part,  I  may  say  the 
whole  of  the  doctrine  of  Universalism  ;  for 
it  is  the  doctrine  taught  in  the  Bible,  the 
doctrine  of  Christ  our  head,  and  of  the 
apostles.  It  appears  farther,  that  this  man 
determined  to  rely  on  Christ  and  the  atone¬ 
ment,  “and  if  he  perished,  to  perish 
there.”  He  now  took  the  only  method  by 
which  he  could  be  brought  into  that  liberty 
with  which  Christ  hath  made  us  free,  not 
trusting  to  dogmas,  and  creeds  and  empty 
works,  the  foundation  of  the  self-righteous 
Pharisee.  It  appears  that  “the  proofs  that 
he  had  collected  were  swept  away,”  for 
they  were  not  those  that  I  have  adduced 
above,  together  with  all  the  multitude  of 
concurring  and  confirming  evidence. — 
‘‘Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth  wisdom  ?” 

“  ’Tis  said  that  in  answer  to  former  as¬ 
sociates,  who  said  to  him,  ’  God  is  merci¬ 
ful  and  cannot  do  wrong,’  he  replied,  I 
know  it,  and  that  is  what  troubles  mC/— 
his  meroy  I  have  abused  and  deserve  no¬ 
thing  but  wrath,  he  will  not  do  so  wrong 
as  to  let  me  escape.”  This,  sir,  is  per¬ 
fectly  rational,  perfectly  scriptural.  It  is 
just  as  the  sinner  feels  when  he  secs  him¬ 
self  unreconciled  to  God.  It  is  just  as  the 
Universalist  believes.  '  His  associates 


were  not  Universalists — they  did  not  be* 
lieve  this  nor  believe  the  bible.)  God  is 
merciful  and  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
guilty,  (not  by  means  of  a  “  vicarious  a- 
tonement,”)  but  will  render  unto  all  a  just 
recompense  of  reward.  But  sir,  he  whom 
you  have  honored  with  a  place  in  youi 
columns  does  not  believe  this.  He  thinks 
God  is  going  to  do  either  “  so  UTonp”  or 
so  right  as  to  let  Mr.  B.  “escape’’  after  all. 
He  doubtless  believes  that  Mr.  B.  deserv¬ 
ed  an  endless  hell,  a  punishment  of  infin¬ 
ite  duration,  (mere  I  suppose  for  believing 
that  all  men  will  be  saved  than  for  all  oth¬ 
er  sins  put  together,)  and  perhaps  that  he 
deserved  such  a  punishment  for  every  time 
he  thought  and  said  that  Universalism  was 
true,  (no  one  knows  how  many  such  tho’ts 
and  words  escaped  him.)  Now,  Sir,  how 
is  he  to  receive  this  just  recompense  of 
reward  unless  this  punishment  is  inflict¬ 
ed  ?  How  is  the  Almighty  to  keep  his 
word,  without  damning  him  till  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  all  past  time  and  events  ?  God  has 
declared  that  he  ‘  ‘  will  in  no  wise  clear 
the  guilty,’’  but  that  “  he  that  doeth  wrong 
shall  receive  for  the  wrong  that  he  hath 
done.’’  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  reconcile  this 
by  flying  to  the  atonement.  That  cannot  ef¬ 
fect  more  now  than  it  could  before  his  con¬ 
version,  that  cannot  make  the  Avord  of 
God  of  none  effect.  If  Christ  had  suffer¬ 
ed  that  just  recompense  of  reward  for  him. 
then  he  was  not  liable  to  suffer  it  for  him¬ 
self  ;  and  if  he  is  not  liable  to  suffer  it  now, 
he  never  was  liable  to.  But  I  suppose 
that  a  just  recompense  of  reward,  is,  to  es¬ 
cape  punishment  for  all  his  past  sins,  and 
to  receive  eternal  life  for  disbelieving  that 
“  God  is  good  unto  all,  and  that  his  tendei 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works,”  and  that 
he  “is  the  Saviour  of  a// men,  especially  of 
those  that  believe!!” 

Now  sir,  how  will  you  dispose  of  Mr. 
B?  It  will  not  do  to  let  him  escape, unless 
you  can  reverse  the  declaration,  that  eve¬ 
ry  man  must  account  fur  himself;  and 
that  “he  that  eateth  the  sour  grape  his 
teeth  shall  be  set  on  edge.”  The  atone¬ 
ment, you  say,  was  made  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world  :  therefore  if  it  was 
made  for  Mr.  B.  he  was  just  as  safe  be¬ 
fore  as  now.  If  it  was  nut  made  fur  him, 
he  is  nut  safe  even  now  ?  You  see,  sir, 
you  are  “in  a  straight  between  two”  fires. 
One  of  ’•brimstone”  and  the  other  of 
“wood,  hay,stubble.”  What  will  you  do? 
you  must  surely  “suffer  loss,”  but  you 
yourself  “shall  be  saved,  yet  so  as  by 
fire.”  But  suppose  we  accommodate 
matters  and  believe  that  your  convert 
shall  get  oflT  this  “just  recompence  of  re¬ 
ward,^’  that  he  has  received  pardon  for 
his  sins,  and  that  he  did  not  only  change 
his  belief  respecting  the  Bible,  but  res¬ 
pecting  the  salvation  of  all  men.  In  how 
much  more  enviable  a  light  will  he  ap- 
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pear  ?  That  is,  in  the  belief  that  he  and 
his  biographer  will  be  saved,  but  that  you 
and  I,  and  his  “former  associates,’*  will 
be  damned;  or  in  other  words,  “He  now 
rejoiced  greatly,  believing  with  all  his 
mi'»ht”  that  the  greater  part  of  mankind 
shall  be  damned,  and  roll  and  fry  in  the 
liquid  lava  of  hell’s  burning  crater,  while 
Oud  in  vxercij  looks  down  from  his  seat  of 
vindictive  vengeance,  and  in  the  plenitude 
of  his  goodness,  complacency,  and  love, 
continues  to  increase  their  already  vnut~ 
terable  pangs  during  the  wasteless  ages 
of  eternity;  while  he  (Mr.  B.)  with  the 
saints  and  angels  in  bliss,  shall  behold 
the  scene,  and  rejoice  with  joy  unuttera¬ 
ble  and  full  of  Glory!  My  dear  sir,  “in 
faith  believing,”  1  pray  God  that  thisinay 
never  be  your  unhappy  lot,  nor  that  of 
any  individual  of  the  family  of  man. 

Yours  respectfully, 

D.  G.  S. 


MINUTES,  &c. 

The  Chenango  AssocieUion  of  Universal^ 
isls  met  agreeable  to  adjournment,  at 
South  New  Berlin,  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.  on  the  26th  August,  1829,  and  af¬ 
ter  uniting  in  prayer  with  Br.  N.  Stacy, 
proceeded  to  organize  the  council. 

Chose  Br.  N.  Sraov,  Moderator', 

“  Br.  D.  Skinnkr,  Clerk. 

Made  arrangements  for  public  wor¬ 
ship.  Read  the  letters  and  communica¬ 
tions  from  Societies  and  Delegates,  and 
fountl  them  generally  expressive  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  good  ;  excepting  that  there  is 
a  great  call  for  preachers  beyond  the 
means  of  this  Association  to  supply. 

Appointed  Brs.  N.  Stacy,  J.  Potter 
and  D.  Skinner  a  committee  to  receive 
requests  for  letters  of  fellowship  or  ordi-| 
nation. 

Received  the  Universalist  Society  in 
New  Milford,  Pa.  into  the  fellowship  of 
this  Association. 

Appointed  Brs.  N.  Doolittle  and  J.  S. 
Sherburne,  Ministers,  and  Brs.  Eli  Tar- 
ble  of  Smithville,  and  Thomas  Brown  of 
New  Berlin,  laymen, a  Delegation  to  at¬ 
tend  the  New  York  Universalist  Conven 
tion,  at  its  next  session  in  Utica,  on  the 
2d  Wednesdav  in  May,  1830. 

Voted  that  tliis  Association  approve  of 
the  Resolution  passed  by  the  Central  As¬ 
sociation  at  its  last  session,  in  relation  to 
the  publication  of  pamphlets  in  a  cheap 
form,  composed  with  a  strict  regard  to 
truth  and  virtue,  for  general  circulation; 
and  also  to  recommend  to  the  minister¬ 
ing  brethren  and  Societies  generally, 
within  the  boundaries  of  this  Association, 
to  co-operate  with  the  publishing  Com¬ 
mittee,  in  their  circulation. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  8  o’¬ 
clock  A.  M.  Prayer  by  Br.  Jones. 

Thursday  Morning  8  o’clock,  met  in 


council.  Prayer  by  Br.  Potter. 

Heard  and  accepted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Discipline  for  the  last  year. 

Appointed  Brs.  Ferris,  Adams,  and 
Sherburne;  a  Committee  of  Discipline  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  request  of  Br.  S.  Adams,  vo¬ 
ted  to  discharge  him  from  further  duties 
as  standing  Clerk  of  the  Association. — 
Appointed  Br.  N.  Doolittle  standing 
Clerk,  in  place  of  Br.  Adams,  resigned. 

Voted  that  Br.  N.  Doolittle  prepare 
the  Minutes  of  this  Association  for  pub¬ 
lication  accompanied  by  a  Circular,  and 
that  the  same  be  published  in  the  (Utica) 
Evangelical  Magazine. 

Adjotrned  to  meet  at  Sheshequin  Pa. 
on  the  last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in 
August  1830,  and  voted  that  the  stand¬ 
ing  Clerk  be  requested  to  notify  the  Uni¬ 
versalist  Society  in  that  place,  of  said  ad¬ 
journment. 

ORDER  OF  PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

Wednesday  A.  M.  Introductory  Pray¬ 
er,  Br.  D.  Skinner.  Sermon,  Br.  S. 
Adams;  Text,  John  xviii;  37.  Conclu¬ 
ding  Prayer,  Br.  N.  Stacy. 

Wednesday  P.  31.  Prayer,  Br.  S. 
Jones.  "  Sermon,  Br.  J.  Potter ;  Text, 
Luke  ii;  30 — 33.  Prayer,  Br.  E,  Wel¬ 
lington. 

Wednesday  Evening.  Prayer  by  Br. 
Jones.  Sermon  by  Br.  N.  Doolittle; 
Text,  Judges,  iii;  20th.  Prayer,  Br. 
Sherburne. 

Thursday  A.  31.  Introductory  Pray¬ 
er  by  Br.  N.  Stacy.  Sermon  by  Br.  S. 
Jones;  Text,  Malachi  ii;  10.  Closing 
Prayer  by  Br.  J  Potter. 

Thursday  P.  M.  Prayer  Br.  N.  Doo-j 
little.  1st  Sermon  by  Br.  D.  Skinner; 
Text,  Psalm  xc;  14.  2d  Sermon  and  ad¬ 
dresses,  by  Br.  N.  Stacy;  Text,  1  Cor. 
xv;  19.  Concluding  Prayer  by  Br.  S. 
Jones. 

Ministering  Brethren  present. 

N.  Stacy — Hamilton;  J.  Potter,Coop- 
erstown;  J.  S.  Sherburne — Sherburn  ; 
E.  Ferris — Mount  Upton;  S.  Jones — 
Augusta;  S.  Adams— Smithville;  N. 
Doolittle — Berkshire;  D.  Skinner— Uti¬ 
ca;  E.  Wellington— New  York. 

IC7*  The  Circular  was  not  received 
in  season  for  this  Number. — Eo. 


SHORTER  CATECHISM. ...NO.  1. 

Agreed  to  by  an  assembly  of  people^ 

Q.  What  is  the  chief  object  of  ortho¬ 
dox  Sunday-schools  ? 

A.  'Fhe  chief  object  of  orthodox  Sun¬ 
day  schools  is,  first  to  teach  the  children 
the  Calvinistic  creed,  and  thereby  pre¬ 
pare  the  minds  of  the  young  and  rising 
^neration  for  a  greater  object,  the  uni¬ 
ting  of  church  and  state. 

Q.  What  rule  have  Sunday-school 


teachers  adopted  to  teach  children  this 
creed  ? 

A.  The  rule  which  Sunday-school 
teachers  have  adopted  to  teach  children 
this  creed, is,  to  select  those  chapters  from 
the  Bible  which  appear  to  contain  the 
most  terror,  and  make  such  comments 
thereon  as  shall  impress  the  minds  of  chil¬ 
dren  with  the  idea  that  God  hates  them, 
and  will  punish  them  eternally  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  state  if  they  do  not  repent  and  join 
the  church  in  the  present 

Q.  What  other  rule  have  Sunday- 
school  teachers  adopted  to  frighten  chil¬ 
dren  to  love  God  and  escape  endless  mi¬ 
sery  ? 

A.  Another  rule  which  Sunday-school 
teachers  have  adopted  to  frighten  chil¬ 
dren  to  love  God  and  escape  endless  mis¬ 
ery,  is, to  present  each  child  with  an  An¬ 
dover,  or  New- York  Tract,  with  a  strict 
injunction  to  read  it  themselves,  and 
show  it  to  their  parents  and  others  of  the 
same  family. 

Q.  What  do  these  tracts  principally 
teach  ? 

A.  These  tracts  principally  teach  that 
all  mankind  by  the  fall  lost  communion 
with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse, 
and  so  made  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of 
this  life,  to  death  itself,  and  the  pains  of 
hell  forever. 

Q.  What  other  subjects  are  contained 
in  these  tracts  ? 

A  These  tracts  also  contain  wonder¬ 
ful  and  frightful  stories  of  the  conversion 
of  little  children,  old  women  and  negroes, 
in  a  distant  land,  which  were  effected  by 
the  preaching  of  an  angry  God,  an  omni¬ 
present  devil,  and  an  endless  hell,  and 
by  reading  tracts  which  contain  these 
doctrines.  They  likewise  contain  won¬ 
derful  death-bed  conversions  of  Mr.  A. 

■-■■of  D - and  Mr.  C - of  N - 

who  renounced  Universalism,  and  vari¬ 
ous  other  wonderful  occurrences  :  all  of 
which  transpired  at  a  great  distance  from 
the  reader. 

Q.  What  effect  do  these  tracts  have 
on  the  minds  of  those  who  read  them  ? 

A.  Their  effects  are  various.  In  some 
they  excite  laughter,  in  others  disgust, 
but  in  those  who  believe  their  contents, 
they  produce  hypocricy,  melancholy,  in¬ 
sanity,  suicide!! 

Q.  How  ought  these  tracts  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  ? 

A,  They  ought  to  be  committed  to 
their  natural  element — fire. —  Watchman 
and  Repository. 


A  poor  widow  in  Condon  recently  booeht  a 
chair  at  a  broher’a  in  Cripplegate  for  eighteen 
pence.  On  ripping  the  top  on  to  have  it  new 
covered,  she  iound  concealed  in  one  comer, 
twenty  one  guineas  (Queen  Anne’s  coin)  sad  a 
£5  note  tied  up  in  a  canvas  bag. 


THE  EXILE  AT  REST. 

[By  Rev.  John  Pierpont.] 

His  fiilchion  flash’d  ahragf  the  Nile; 

Ilia  hosts  he  led  through  Alpine  saowi ; 

O’er  Moscow’s  towers  that  blaz'd  the  while, 
llis  eagle  flag  unfurl’d — and  froze. 

Here  sleeps  he  now  alone !— -not  one 
Of  all  the  kings  whose  crowns  he  gave, 

Bends  o’er  the  dust, — nor  wife  nor  son 
Has  ever  seen  or  sought  his  grave. 

Behind  this  sea-girt  rock,  the  stir 
That  led  him  on  from  crown  to  crown, 

Has  sunk; — and  nations  from  afar 
Gaz’d  as  it  faded  and  went  down. 

High  is  his  couch  ; — the  ocean  flood, 

Far,  far  below,  by  storm  is  curl’d  ; 

\s  round  him  heav’d,  while  high  he  stooij, 
A  stormy  and  unstable  world. 

Alone  he  sleeps! — the  mountain  cloud, 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE.  _ 

doctrine  of  a  fallen  angel,  that  this  is  a  was  saluted  with  a  variety  of  discordant  sounds 
very  prominent  article  of  faith  in  the  sys-  issuing  from  die  oKactones  of  the  drowsy  sin- 
tern  of  modern  Orthodoxy.  stopped  suddenly,  and  began  a  sur- 

Ifwhat  is  generally  acknowledged,  be  before  hirn.  Tlie  audience 

correct— that  is  that  everv  thlno-thall  fi.  themselves  from  their  unseemly  atti- 

correct  tnat  is,  that  eyerjr  thing  shall  tl  inquiringly  at  the  venerable 

naily  return  to  its  origin^  it  appears  the  man.  **1  liave,”  said  he,  “been  admiring;  the 
idea  of  sending  men  to  heaven  in  their  fair  proportions  of  your  new  house,  and  have 
|sins,  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  or-  but  one  fault  to  find.”  ‘‘And  what  is  that'" 
j  thodox  theory.  Why  then  do  they  find  exclaimed  a  man  whose  pride  for  tlie  new  fabric 
i  fault  with  the  Universal ists,  for  holding  "^ould  acknowledge  no  blemish.  “Why,”  re- 
la  sentiment  so  consistent  with  their  own  ‘‘‘f’" 

I  views  r  Why  do  they  charge  the  Univer-  ^ _ 

;  salists  with  inconsistency,  in  that  which  the  MoB—There  is  a  high  mob  as  wdl  a. 
:  naturally  grows  out  of  their  own  system?  a  low,  that  is,  a  people  who  do  not  think  for 
For  if  sin  originated  in  heaven,  and  came  themselves,  but  are  led  by  otbers. 


from  thence  down  to  this  world,  nothing 
is  more  reasonable  than  that  it  ihall  re¬ 
turn  to  Heaven  again  from  whence  it 
came,  and  where  it  properly  belongs. 

[  But  the  fact  is,  as  no  Universalists  be- 


NOTICES. 

A.  Universalist  Society  will  be  organized  at 
German  Flatts,  Herkimer  Co.  on  Saturday 
next,  (Oct.  3.)  Believers  in,  and  friends  to. 


lieve  that  sin  originated  in  heaven,  nei-  die  doctrine  of  impartial  grace  io  this  vicinity, 
j  then  do  they  liold  that  men  are  going  to  are  all  respectfully  invited  to  meet  at  tlieschool 
1  heaven  in  their  sins ; — on  the  contrary  house,  near  Morgan’s  Inn,at  that  timeacd  placr 


That  night  hangs  round  him  and  the  breath  I  we  believe  and  preach,  according  to  the  for  this  purpose. 


Of  morning  scatters,  is  the  shroud 

That  wraps  the  conqueror’s  clay  in  death. 


primitive  apostles,  that  all  men  shall  be 
j  saved  from  their  sins.  This  is  the  na- 


The  Cayuga  Association  will  meet  at  Au 


ture  of  that  salvation  which  we  publi.>ih  burn,  N.  Y.  and  the  Northern  Association  at 
to  the  world.  This  is  the  very  jfounda-  Williamslown,  Vt.  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 


Tause  here !  the  far-off  world  at  last  | woria.  l  nis  is  me  very  jounaa-  w  iiiiamslown,  Vt.  on  Wednesda 

Breathes  free ;  the  hand  that  shook  its  thrones,  I  9^  which  the  final  happiness  of  all  the  7th  and  8th  of  October  next 

And  to  the  earth  its  mitres  cast  predicated.  That  man  can  be  hap- - 

Lies  powerless  now  beneath  these  stores.  \Py  not  an  opinion  of  OITJust  published  at  this  offu 

*  1  I  l»ia^*At*Q«altatc ivkomfom  KsklirsAoc  k««  di.A  tc  T!'-.:.] _ 


Hark  !  comes.thcre,  from  the  pyramids, 

And  from  Siberian  wastes  of  snow, 

Ami  Europe’s  bills,  a  voice  that  bids 
The  world  he  awed  to  mourn  him.' — Xo; 

The  only,  the  perpetual  dirge 

That’s  heard  here,  is  the  sea-bird’s  cry — 

The  mournful  murmur  of  the  surge — 

The  cloud’s  deep  voice — the  wind’s  low  sigh. 

SONG — BT  THOMAS  MOORE,  ES^. 

I’ve  roamed  through  many  a  weary  round. 

I’ve  wandered  east  and  west. 

Pleasure  in  every  ctinie  I’ve  found, 

But  sought  in  rain  for  rest. 

While  glory  sighs  for  other  spheres, 

I  feel  that  one’s  too  wide,  ^ 

And  think  the  home,  which  love  endears 
Worth  all  the  world  beside. 

The  needle  thus  too  rudely  moved. 

Wanders  unconscious  yvhere; 

'Till  having  found  the  place  it  loved. 

It  trembling  settles  there. 


\py  without  holiness  \s  not  an  opinion  of  ID^Just  published  at  this  office,  and  fur  .<alp 
i  Universalists — we  maintain  that  holiness  by  the  editor,  the  “  Evidences  of  Cbristianily. 
j  and  happiness  are  inseparably  connected,  in  Four  Discourses :  Ist,  on  the  Being  of  God; 

I  Therefore  we  contend  for  universal  hap-  d,  on  Inspiration ;  3d,  on  the  Authenticity  of 
i  piness  on  no  other  ground  than  that  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures ;  4tb,  on  the  Authenticity 
I  universal  holiness.  The  notion  that  men  of  tlie  New  Testament-by  W.  I.  Reese  Pas' 
,are  going  lo  heaven  in  their  «in8,not  lorofth.  Uoivemrnt  Socielj  in  Nonb  Etao 
|only  accords  with  the  Orthodoss, stem,  SeU,  N.  Y.  8ro.  44  pages,  rriee  25  els.  sin- 
I  but  it  necessarily  belongs  to  it  from  ano-  gie_d2  per  doz. 

fliat*  irvn  KocwIaq  oKihva  g)  r  * 


ther  consideration  besides  that  above 
mentioned. 


iVlAKKlEU — In  this  tow:.,  ot. 


1  It  is  universally  known  that  the  ortho-  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  yVtn.  Thayer,  to 
dox  hold,  and  insist  upon  it,  that  “there  Miss  Annis  Tarbox— both  ofTreuion. 

shall  be  no  change  after  death,” — and  as  — ! - TT - 1, 

it  is  a  fact,  which  they  themselves  cannot  N.  Y.  on 


I  .V  ar.  .4  pa,  „  a.auu»4  ^  J, stressing  Slck 

deny,  that  none  die  -without  sin.  it  follows  bore  with  remarkable  ptience 

of  course  that  all  who  go  to  heaven,  mustl^pd  Christian  fortitude,  Capt.  Thomas  P.  Dix- 
go  in  their  sins.  As  all  mankind  are  sin- 1  son, aged  40  years.  Tlie  deceased  was  an  af 
ners  in  this  world,  if,  as  the  Orthodox  fectionate  husband,  a  fond  and  indulgent  father, 
say,  our  characters  are  formed  here  for  a  respected  member  of  society.  He  has 
I  the  eternal  state,  it  is  evident,  if  any  find  children,  and  a  numerous  cir- 


I  heaven  in  that  state,  they  will  fine 


•  cle  of  friends  to  mourn  his  loss.  It  is  to  them. 
*"  however,  a  source  of  consolation  to  know,  that 


It  trembling  setUes  there.  their  sins.  Thus  it  appears,  in  this  case  i,e  died  in  peace,  perfectlv  resigned  to  the  will 

„  7”  rv  I-  ,  .r  -  as  in  many  others,  the  orthodox  have  ac-  of  Godin  his  departure,  With  a  lively  hope  ol 

lor  me  Livangencal  magazine.  ^  cused  the  Universalists  of  an  absurdity  immortality  beyond  the  grave,  and  a  most  un- 
Among  the  many  misrepresentations  which  they  should  have  taken  to  them-  wavering  faith  in  die  final  salvation  of  all  imo. 

invented  and  disseminrted  by  the  (self- 1  selves.  Happy  is  he  that  condemneth  aaBaBaaaaasa&aBaaBiwii*— ^ 


styled)  orthodox,  against  the  Universal-  not  in  another,  the  thing  which  he  allow- 
ists,  none  is  more  common  than  their  as-  eth  in  himself.  W.  B. 

sertion  that,  “Universalists  send  men  to  - — — 

heaven  in  their  sins.”  Well,  suppose  CLERICAL  PUN. 

we  admit  this  assertion  true,  permit  me  A  minister  was  once  invited  to  preach  in  a 


n?  which  hp  .tllnw.  OCJ-The  Erangelical  Migaiine  i*  published  eym 
ng  wnicn  ne  allow-  oth^  Saturday,  at  SI,50  annum,  or  SI  only  . I 
W ,  JJ.  paid  in  advance  or  within  three  inonths  from  Inr 

— timeef  labscribiug.  Village  subscribers,  paporspe 

I  PI  T  \  Carrier,  25  cents  more  than  the  above  price,  t-o® , 

■  ,  '  ,  .  panics  or  Agents  paying  for  eight  copies,  entitle.' 

invited  to  preach  in  a  to  the  ninth  gratis.  AU  letters  &c.  to  the  Kditorw.* 


to  ask,  whether  the  idea  is  more  incon-  house  recently  built,  where  tbe  congregation  be  post  paid.  v..«,willbt 

sistentthan  that  sin  orwino/ed  m  Heaoen  ibrnr  somn.terous  propensities.-  N  «.-m  remain.^ 

among  the  ho»y  angels  of  6od?  for  it  will  and  proceeded  lo  deliver  hissermoDu  Ac-  DOLil^HUS  SICIPiNEltj 

be  remembered,  by  all  who  have  heard  a  cording  to  custom  the  good  people  reposed  them-  editor  and  proprietor. 

defence  of  the  sublime  and  wonderful  selves  lo  rest,  and  in  a  short  time  the  preacher  •  Dauby  &  Maynard  Printers,  No.  SI  Genesee-si 


